Carboplatin: the clinical spectrum to date.
The existing literature data base on carboplatin updated to June, 1985 has been reviewed. The compound seems to retain the same spectrum of activity as cisplatin, and a definite set of efficacy data is available for ovarian cancer of epithelial origin, small cell carcinoma of the lung and epidermoid carcinoma of the head and neck. A yet unpublished toxicity data base on carboplatin suggests that the compound has an improved therapeutic index over the parent compound, cisplatin, and that it does not seem inferior to another platinum coordination compound currently in clinical trials, iproplatin.